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03.01 – Family Matters Night  
(5:00pm) 
 

03.04 – Family Garage Sale 
 7:30am – 11:30am 
 
03.08 CPST Meeting 
 
03.09 CPST Meeting 
 
03.14 – CogAt Assessment -2nd  

Grade 
 

03.14 – SAC/PTA Meeting 
 
03.16 – CPST Meeting  
 
03.23 - CPST Meeting 
 
03.28 - 3rd Grade Florida  

Standards Assessment 
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Rock Island Families, 
 
We are all proud of our 4th and 5th Grade teachers and students.  On 
February 28th 2017, our students took the Florida State Writing 
Assessment.  All signs are that they worked hard and felt good about their 
work.  The students were tasked with reading multiple selections of text, 
taking notes and writing an essay consisting of citing from the text, and 
addition of elaboration… not an easy task!  I am proud of them and look 
forward to the results in late May, early June.   
 
Special things are happening at Rock Island Elementary!  I feel that this year 
will be one to be especially proud of.  First, most of our teachers are 
working incredibly hard day in and day out identifying the best practices to 
help our students reach their highest levels.  We also have several 
afterschool activities that are truly beneficial including; our 21st Century 
afterschool program, The Rocket Robotics Club, and our Performance Arts 
Club.   
 
Speaking of our Performance Arts Club, they are preparing now for our 
Black History Performance on March 8th, at 5:30 pm, which promises to be 
REMARKABLE.  Most of all, there is a feeling permeating throughout our 
school that exudes confidence in our student’s abilities, togetherness and 
focus on our work at hand.  Soon our children will be taking State 
Assessments and End of Year Tests, where they will show what they know, 
leaving us no doubt, impressed and proud. 
 
Please follow us on Twitter @RIERockets where you can see first hand 
some of the remarkable things that are happening here at our school! 
 
In Service, 
Stephen DeCotis, Principal 
 

Dress Down Days 
**Cost to Participate: $1.00 

Friday, March 31st, 2017 
 

Garage Sale 
Saturday, March 4th, 2017 

7:30am – 11:30am 
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The children are working hard to become better readers 
and writers! They are making their way to becoming 
exceptional 1st graders. We are also learning about writing 
sentences using our sight words, subtraction and the 
butterfly cycle. We will be growing butterflies in our 
classroom, be sure to ask me about it! Remember to 
encourage your child to complete their homework nightly 
and find time to READ, READ, and READ! 
 
It is imperative that you attend your parent teacher 
conferences! If you have yet to sign up for a parent teacher 
conference, please to do so as soon as possible. 
 
We are about to begin Swim Central- FREE water safety 
classes; which runs for 2 weeks. These FREE CLASSES 
and are EXTREMELY IMPORTANT WATER 
SAFETY SKILS your child should know! 
If you have SIGNED UP for AND have been APPROVED 
through getinvolvedwitheducation.com THIS YEAR 
& would like to volunteer to help, please speak to your 
teacher. 
Swim central paperwork has been sent home-
PLEASE REVIEW, SIGN AND RETURN BY March 
8th! We go swimming the week of March 27th and 
April 6th. 
 

Keep up the remarkable work! 
Kindergarten Team 

 
 
 
 
	
Primary camp is in full effect! Primary camp is an 
afterschool tutoring program designated for students who 
are struggling in reading and math. Students who are not on 
level have already been identified but if you feel like your 
child can benefit from this great opportunity then please 
feel free to contact your child's teacher for information. 
Also parents, the 2nd grade team is accepting school supply 
donations such as pencils, printing paper, crayons, markers, 
etc. Remember to stay in contact with your child's teacher 
to stay up to date with your child's progress. 
- The Second Grade Team 

	
Dear Parents, 
We are now in our third quarter and would like to thank 
you for the continuous support and help. The month of 
March will be busy and challenging. Fantastic First 
Graders will be working on place value which will 
require students to understand that the two digits of a 
two digit number represent amounts of tens and ones. 
Students will also learn how to compare two–digit 
numbers based on meanings of the tens and ones digits.      
  
In Language Arts students will be reading various texts 
and learn how to identify who is telling the story at 
various points in the story. As students read they will 
determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in 
a text.  To assist students’ comprehension, they will 
continue to practice visualizing things that are happening 
in a story, continue to practice retelling of a story and 
fluency.   
 
 In Science, we will be learning about earth’s resources. 
The classes will be observing air, water, plants and 
animals, rocks and soil.   
 
Remember parents to celebrate your child’s success, no 
matter how small it may seem. This will keep your child 
enthusiastic about learning and help him/her to be proud 
of his/her work.  Read to and with your child every day. 
The more your child is exposed to language, the easier it 
will be for him/her to incorporate new skills in reading 
and writing in the classroom. Plan to spend 15 to 20 
minutes daily doing this activity. The rewards are 
priceless. 
 
Everyday your child will bring home his/her Homework 
Folder. Please try to check this each day. It may contain 
important announcements, homework assignments, or 
completed work. This helps to create a routine and 
continue the communication between home and school.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
- The First Grade Team 

 



 

 

Lorem Ipsum Spring 2016, Issue 4 

	
	

	
Hello parents!   Our teachers and students are continuing to work 

extremely hard to ensure that all 3rd grade students are prepared to be successful on the upcoming Florida Standards 
Assessment (FSA) in ELA/Reading, which is just around the corner!  How can you help?   
 

• Mark your calendars for the testing dates, which are March 28 & 29.	
• Read DAILY with your child and practice asking and answering questions about the text.	
• Visit the official website http://fsassessments.org/ and click on the link at the top for “Students and 

Families.”  Here, you will be able to obtain more information on the testing schedule, dates, times, practice 
materials and other important details.	

• Make an appointment and meet with your child's teacher to review his or her academic progress, or discuss any 
other concerns. 	

• Make sure that homework is being completed every night, and that your child is using “close reading” strategies 
that are practiced daily in the classroom.  	
 

We are really looking forward to “knocking it out of the park” this year, but we will need your help!!    Finally, we just 
want to remind parents about an upcoming field trip on May 16, to Flamingo Gardens, which will provide students with 
an exciting opportunity to explore and discover plant and animal wildlife up close in in a natural setting.  The cost will 
be $16.00 per student, so start saving up now! 
 
- The Third Grade Team 

	

 
The 4th grade team would first like to thank all of the 4th 
grade students for their hard work and dedication in 
preparing for the FSA writing test. A lot of time and 
effort went into preparing ourselves for this day and we 
did it, so congratulations to you all. With one test down 
and two more to go, we need to stay focused and give all 
that we got so we can cross the finish line into 5th grade. 
Parents, your child’s attendance is vital to receiving a 
proper education and getting them ready for the 
remaining two tests, FSA reading and math.  If you have 
any questions or concerns always feel free to call the 
school to get in contact with your child’s teacher. 
 
~The Fourth Grade Team 
 
 

	
After months of preparation and hard work, learning to 
compose comprehensive Informative and Opinion papers, 
5th Grade students were given the chance to apply what 
they’ve learned on the FSA Writing Assessment. 100% of 
our students were in attendance for this important 
assessment and we are very proud of the focus and effort 
they put forth to achieve the highest score possible. Next 
we will take a deeper dive into our ELA and Math 
curriculum to ensure that are students are thoroughly 
prepared for these assessments in the upcoming months. 
Parents now, more than ever, we need your support as we 
continue to deliver our “Crunch Time” instruction. Please 
ensure that your children are using I-Ready and Reflex 
Math at home daily and completing their homework 
assignments. As always, we encourage you to get involved 
with your child’s education by volunteering and/or 
becoming a member of the Parent-Teacher Association 
(PTA) and School Advisory Council (SAC). Go Rockets! 
~The 5th Grade Team 
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Parent Corner 

Self-Control Skills for Your Child!!!! 
 
For the month of March, the students, teachers and staff will revisit a character trait previously 
discussed previously discussed this year. We are focused on learning, understanding and showing “Self 
Control”. The term refers to having power over one’s own actions, emotions and reactions.  It also 
means choosing to do what’s right when the wrong choice is available, and sometimes attractive.   
 
Here are some tips and procedures to participate at home with your students to practice the skill:  
 

1. Assist your student and/or child in visualizing a stop sign if she begins to lose her temper.  Then 
have her think of both positive and negative ways she could react to the situation.  Help her 
decide which reaction is best for her. 

 
2. If necessary, have him take a time out from the situation so he can regain his emotional balance.  

Once he has taken control of his emotions, ask him to rejoin the class or family activity. 
 
    3. Do the “Marshmallow Test” project at home.  Using any candy or treat of your choice, tell your 
child they can have one treat now or two pieces after certain amount of time.  Each time you do the test 
increase the amount of time they must wait.  This project is great for practicing delayed gratification!! 
 

***Reminder- Please don’t forget to ask your child to share their Cloud 9 Character education 

program books they receive once per month for different character traits.  You can read the stories with 

them in the evening and use discussion questions from the book to talk about the topic! 

 
~ Ms. Stephenson, School Counselor 

  



 

 

 

The ladies of Zeta Phi Beta volunteer weekly in classrooms at Rock Island 
Elementary. These ladies on blue have donated numerous items to teachers 
via the Wishing Tree. They are an active presence on our campus and we are 
grateful for their partnership! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. was founded January 16, 1920, at Howard University, 
Washington, D.C.  Since its inception, Zeta has continued its steady climb into the 
national spotlight with programs designed to demonstrate concern for the human 
condition both nationally and internationally.  The membership of Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority, Inc. includes 125,000+ college-educated, dynamic, community service 
driven, diverse and professional women.  
This service organization leads numerous events and partners with other service 
organizations. Some of their initiatives include: 
 
⌘ Elder Care 
⌘ Stork’s Nest  
⌘ Zeta Prematurity Awareness Program 
⌘ Adopt a School 
⌘ International Women of Color 
⌘ Triple Negative Breast Cancer 
 
Rock Island thanks Zeta Phi Beta! 


